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school which for many years had been entirely his own on
freehold tenure. He opened the October course of 1821 with
a short, manly, generous, touching address to his pupils,
which is now before me with his autograph of " October lst,
1821:’ On November 27th in that year he was taken sud-
denly ill, and died in my arms, with his attached pupil,
Samuel Lane, at his side. He had been the diligent pupil
of both the Hunters, the house-pupil for some years of
Cruikshank in Leicester-square, the selected demonstrator
from many eligible aspirants, and the immediate lineal suc-
cessor of Matthew Baillie, nephew of the Hunters, from
whom he purchased the mansion, museum, theatre, and pre-
mises on his (Dr. Baillie’s) retirement from the school. The
collection of anatomical preparations, matchless in excel-
lence and completeness for its purpose of teaching, was
made, arranged, and carefully catalogued by his own hand.
It eventually became the property of Mr. Charles Bell, and
by him was transferred to the College of Surgeons in Edin-
burgh.
And now let me ask Mr. Tom Taylor, in respect and
thorough good will, whether I have not forged (in the plain
creditable sense of the word) a chain that will hold of work-
manlike" succession" between the Hunters of Windmill-
street, and the Bell of Leicester-square ? Was James Wil-
son an unreality in the last link but one of this time-
honoured trust ? Are Matthew Baillie and Benjamin Brodie
priced already as rusty iron with the " marine store " dealers
in medical literature ? 2
Some day, and soon, I sincerely hope, to stroll with the
genial author of so much that is good, clever, and kindly,
from the visible haunts of the "invisible girl" of the
square along Coventry-street, to the stately old dwelling-
house and museum of William Hunter, Matthew Baillie,
and James Wilson, there to indulge at my cost with a
"glace" or a "gloria" as may be most suitable to the season
of our visit to the " restaurant." In the meantime let him
borrow the first volume of the works of Benjamin Brodie,
edited by Mr. Charles Hawkins. In the chapter of "Auto-
l::fiography" he will find full, true, and lucid particulars, as
far as they go, of the grand old house, museum, and Ana-
tomical School of Great Windmill-street. It will be observed
that I do not demur to the "real succession" of Bell by
teacher’s chair from the Hunters; I am simply in my
duty by now supplying and strengthening the few master-
links which have been so strangely ignored or so carelessly
omitted.
I am, Sir, your faithful servant,
JAMES ARTHUR WILSON.
Redlandsl3nk, The Holmwood, Surrey, Oct. 3rd, 1874.
P.S.-Will Mr. Tom Taylor further indulge me, by good-
naturedly suffering the expression of my candid belief, that
he is in no way responsible for the exclusive "realit,y" of
the Hunter and Bell line of succession, but that he was
indebted for the communiqu&eacute; of this "disparaging inference
by omission to the " special correspondence " of some
over-zealous "nervous pathologist," who has not forgotten
the ingenious originalities, the artistical intercourse, and
graceful amenities of host and hostess in the good old
brilliant days and evenings of Soho-square.
CANAL BOATS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-I am very glad to see, from THE LANCET of the
10th inst., that the question of canal-boat accommodation
has been taken up in Dublin.
In a report of mine (to which you were good enough to
refer in an article on the subject) I ventured to state that
I feared that rural sanitary authorities were practically
powerless with regard to those boats, and the sanitary
authority here having referred the matter to the considera-
tion of their clerk, he advised that such was the case, and
it was ordered that the Local Government Board be com-
municated with.
I need hardly say that the 32nd section of the Sanitary
Act, 1866, had been duty considered, as well as the 19th
section of the same Act.
Dr. Cameron seems to imply that rural sanitary autho-
rities have the necessary powers to interfere, and should
proceed at once to treat canal boats as houses; but there is
this important difference,-that after finding out insanita.ry
conditions in connexion with a house, the house stands where
it did when you come armed with the proper legal process;
but the canal boat, with its interesting contents (disease, as
you remark, among the number), has vanished you know
not whither, and if you start on a wild goose chase after it,
you will most probably find that it is 11 o’er the border and
OMjct"&mdash;arrived, in fact, in another district where you are
powerless. An illustration of this was appended to some
remarks upon the report of mine alluded to, that appeared
in the Local Government Chronicle.
Port sanitary authorities may be better able to deal with
these boats, but rural sanitary authorities have them staying
only a few hours here and there in their districts, and thus
they are always eluding any action.
I shall be very glad, then, if Dr. Cameron or anyone else
will kindly point out how we are to overcome this difficulty.
If Dr. Cameron’s description of boats are fair samples of
the Irish canal boats generally, I must say that they are in
a better state than ours, but even those he very justly con-
demns.
Three-fourths of the boats running on our canal have
women and children inhabiting their confined cabins, and
circumstances such as were depicted by Mr. Geo. Smith, of
Coalville, Leicester, in his letter to The Times, are not in-
frequent.
I write in the hope that if the difficulty can be overcome
we may be shown how and set to work at once ; or, other-
wise, that it may be sought to be overcome by future legis-
lative provisions.
I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
JOHN ALDERSEY DAVENPORT.
Heathside, Nantwich, Oct. loth, 1874.
BIRMINGHAM.
(From our own Correspondent.)
" HospiTAL SUNDAY " has again come round, the collec-
tions this year being for the oldest and most extensive of the
charities of Birmingham, the General Hospital, and again
has the liberality of the town been exercised on its behalf.
X4374 is the amount already received from last Sunday’s
collections, but the total will probably exceed .65000. It was
for the General Hospital that the first effort of this kind
was made, and by what was then considered a very success-
ful appeal by Canon Miller, the pioneer of the movement,
and by the rest of the clergy, a similar sum was then raised.
Year by year an amount as large or larger is now collected
without much difficulty, and all the charities in turn receive
their share of this bounty; one year the General Hospital,
another the Queen’s Hospital, and the third year the minor
medical charities of the town may with safety rely on this
unfailing source of income. The General Hospital annually
expends more than .612,000, and of that sum e5000 are
derived from subscriptions, .62400 from endowments, and
for the rest the committee have to depend on the donations.
legacies, and the proceeds of the Triennial Musical Festival.
Without Hospital Sunday, it is difficult to imagine how the
charity could be maintained in its present state of effi-
ciency. The good example of Birmingham is now followed
in all the neighbouring towns; Dudley and West Bromwich
Wolverhampton and Walsall have each a Hospital Sunday
which contributes largely to their support.
The inaugural meeting of the Midland Medical Society
took place on October 21st, Mr. Oliver Pemberton, the
recently elected president, in the chair, when ProfessorHumphry, F.R.S., of Cambridge, gave an interesting address
on 
11 Ancient British Skulls." The Society consists of 10&
fellows and 17 members, and, thanks to the untiring exer-
tions of the treasurer, Mr. Harmar, and the secretary, Dr.
Thomas, is in a very flourishing state. Dr. Humphry was
afterwards entertained at supper at the Great Western
Hotel.
The death-rate of the town is still higher than the aver-
age, scarlatina being the disease which most helps to swell
it at the present time. Small-pox appears to be steadily
diminishing in extent and in fatality. Sixty-two new cases
were reported, and there were fourteen deaths from that
disease during the week ending October 17th.
